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era! stagnation of business. In 1820 he was ap-
pointed prosecuting attorney for the mayor's
court, a position which he retained for three
years, his only fault, it was said, being his leni-
ency to petty offenders. In 1824 he refused a
nomination for Congress but later resumed his
political activities, becoming a member of the
Democratic Committee of Correspondence for
Philadelphia in 1828. In 1829 he was chosen a
member of the Select Council of Philadelphia,
His standing in the party was now high, and in
1831 President Jackson nominated him one of
the commissioners under the treaty with Den-
mark. In May 1833 he accepted the office of
secretary of the treasury in Jackson's cabinet and
entered upon his duties June i. Some time pre-
vious the President had determined that the
government deposits should be withdrawn from
the United States Bank and placed with the state
banks. This could only be effected by the secre-
tary of the treasury for the time being; the pre-
vious incumbent, having declined to accede to
Jackson's request, had been transferred to the
State Department, and the vacant office conferred
upon Duane in the hope that he would be more
amenable. He refused, however, to make the
transfer prior to the meeting of Congress, and
was accordingly dismissed by the President,
Sept 23, having held office less than four months.
Duane in 1834 vindicated his conduct in a pam-
phlet addressed to the people of the United States
and subsequently published a well-documented
statement of the history of his appointment,
tenure of office, and the circumstances of his dis-
missal entitled, Narrative and Correspondence
Concerning the Removal of the Deposites [sic]
and Occurrences Connected Therewith (1838).
He returned to Philadelphia and practically
withdrew from public life but did not resume
active practise, only occasionally accepting re-
tainers in the orphan's court from old clients.
He was an intimate friend of Stephen Girard
[q.v."], acted as solicitor for him, drafted his will,
in which he was nominated an executor, and
after Girard's death in 1831 was actively en-
gaged in the settlement of the estate. The last
public office which he held was that of director
of Girard College.

As a lawyer his skill in draftsmanship was
demonstrated in the course of the contest anent
Girard's will, and the trust he inspired was ex-
emplified in the large testamentary and other
administrations which he handled in his later
days. He was resolutely opposed to litigation,
invariably striving to compromise disputes, and
only occasionally appeared in court. Despite
his desultory education he possessed a broad,
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though not profound, culture and a wide ac-
quaintance with current thought. His wife was
Deborah, daughter of Richard Bache [g.z'.] of
Philadelphia and grand-daughter of Franklin.
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DUBBS, JOSEPH HENRY (Oct. 5, 1838-
Apr. i, 1910), clergyman of the Reformed
Church (German), college professor, church
historian, was a son of Rev. Joseph S. Dubbs and
his second wife, Eleanor. His paternal grand-
father and his great-grandfather were gunsmiths.
The latter, of German stock, is said to have come
to America from Switzerland in 1/32, settling in
Lower Milford Township, Lehigh County, Pa.
Joseph Henry Dubbs was bora in a rural par-
sonage, in North Whitehall Township, Lehigh
County, about seven miles north of what is now
the city of Allentown, his father being a minis-
ter of the Reformed Church of that place, Dubbs
spoke both English and German from child-
hood. The reader of his autobiography receives
the impression that his boyhood life was some-
what abnormal and lonely. At fifteen he was a
sophomore in Franklin and Marshall College,
Lancaster, Pa., where he graduated in 1856. In
1859 he graduated from the Theological Sem-
inary of the Reformed Church, situated at that
time in Mercersburg, Pa. When about twenty-
one years of age he became assistant to his father
in the pastorate and one year later the sole pas-
tor of Zion's Reformed Church, Allentown. On
Sept. 22, 1863, he married Mary Louisa Wilson
of Allentown, daughter of Thomas and Eliza-
beth (Martin) Wilson. From 1863 to 1871 he
was pastor of Trinity Reformed Church, Potts-
town, Pa., and from 1871 to 1875, of Christ Re-
formed Church, Philadelphia. In the latter year
he was elected to the professorship of history
and archeology in Franklin and Marshall Col-
lege, which position he held up to the time of
his death. Here he was active for about thirty-
five years as a teacher and research student,
especially along the lines of denominational ec-
clesiastical history and of local history. His pub- t
lications, both numerous and valuable, include:
Historic Manual of the Reformed Church in the
United States (1888) ; Home Ballads and Met-
rical Versions (1888) ; Why Am I Reformed*
(1889); History of the Reformed Church, Ger-
man (1895), in American Church History Se-
ries; Leaders of the Reformation (1898); The
Reformed Church in Pennsylvania (1902); His-
tory of Franklin and Marshall College (1903);
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